Becoming a Fully Devoted Follower of 

Jesus Christ
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The mission of Germantown Baptist Church is to lead all persons to become fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ. But who is a fully devoted follower of Jesus Christ? How do you describe such a person? What characteristics set apart someone as a fully devoted follower of Jesus Christ?

We have created a simple picture of a fully devoted follower in the following diagram. A fully devoted follower is a new creation, a partner, a steward, a worshipper, a minister, and an ambassador.

But what does it mean to be a new creation? What does it mean to be a worshipper? These six attributes of a growing Christian can be best described by what a fully devoted follower does and is.
A fully devoted follower of Jesus Christ is . . .

(  A member of the church and has been baptized by immersion.

(  Actively involved in a small group.

(  Following a spiritual growth track and growing in spiritual maturity.

(  Worshipping daily and weekly.

(  Giving financially (minimum of tithing; goal of sacrificial giving)
(  Handling conflict according to biblical guidelines and serving as a peacekeeper.

(  Able to explain several basic beliefs of Christianity.

(  Serving in a leadership or ministry role in accordance with his/her SHAPE.

(  Serving as a mentor to help another believer grow in spiritual maturity.

(  Building relationships with the unchurched.

(  Sharing his/her faith story with the unchurched.

· Involved in local and/or international mission projects.

(  Inviting unchurched friends to worship and Small Groups at GBC.

· Not content with his/her current spiritual maturity and is reaching forward to grow in Christ.
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A fully devoted follower is growing in faith and becoming more like Christ daily. God expects us to mature and grow up healthy.
God wants us to grow up, to know the whole truth and tell it in love – like Christ in everything. We take our lead from Christ, who is the source of everything we do. He keeps us in step with each other. His very breath and blood flow through us, nourishing us so that we will grow up healthy in God, robust in love. (Eph. 4:15-16, The Message)
Growth is a sign of life and health. Plants that are not growing are either artificial or dead. People grow, too. People grow taller, stronger, fatter, thinner, more intelligent, more caring, more aware, and more mature. Even if we sit perfectly still, our bodies continue growing by producing more hair, fingernails, and skin cells. It is the nature of living things to grow.
Jesus called His disciples to grow by watching and learning from Him.

He said, “Take my yoke upon you and learn from me” (Matt. 11:28a). 
The Message translation of the Bible says it this way:

“Walk with me and work with me—watch how I do it. Learn the unforced rhythms of grace. I won’t lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on you. Keep company with me and you’ll learn to live freely and lightly.”

To truly enjoy the freedom and purpose of the eternal life that is ours in Jesus Christ, we must study the life of Jesus, what He taught, and what God has spoken to us through His Word, the Bible. The Bible is God’s Handbook for Life. 
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Various cults try to trap unsuspecting seekers by tampering with and changing God’s Word, by adding extraneous books that were not inspired by God. But God’s Word—all of God’s Word, Old and New Testaments—gives us a complete and totally reliable record of God’s words for all people.
As a member of Germantown Baptist Church, you are called to take your lead “from Christ” and “grow up healthy in God.” The growth process is called spiritual maturity or discipleship. Just as plants will not grow unless they are watered, exposed to sunlight, and nurtured, spiritual maturity will not happen unless you actively seek to grow in faith. You must accept responsibility for your spiritual growth and take intentional steps to strengthen your relationship with Christ and His church.

GBC provides you several opportunities every month to grow up in Christ. 
1. Weekly worship services

2. Weekly small-groups on and off campus

3. Discipleship courses on Sunday and Wednesday evenings
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Opportunities to serve in Sunday School, church ministries, and local and international mission projects

5. Providing resources to assist in spiritual growth and discipleship

All of these GBC-sponsored approaches for spiritual maturity will help you “grow up healthy in God,” but the greatest growth comes from personal study, reflection, and experience. To help you develop your own personal growth plan, we have developed a SPIRITUAL GROWTH SELF-ASSESSMENT (SGSA) and a PERSONAL SPIRITUAL GROWTH GUIDE (PSGG).
The SGSA that follows will help you think about your current level of spiritual maturity and resources that will assist you in building on your existing foundation.

The PSGG will help you develop a customized timetable and process for nurturing your spiritual growth and access a variety of resources targeted to your current needs and objectives. 
Babies need to be fed by their parents, but adults feed themselves. Do not be satisfied to “sit and soak” by just attending events sponsored by GBC. You can grow in Christlikeness by relying on the 5 GBC-sponsored approaches listed above, but you will gain more from taking ownership and responsibility for your spiritual maturity.
SPIRITUAL GROWTH SELF-ASSESSMENT
If you are new to the Christian faith, if you have just recently committed your life to Jesus Christ, skip the following SGSA and resume reading at THE STARTING LINE FOR NEW BELIEVERS, p. ___.
If you have been a Christian/Christ follower for a while, take a moment to respond to the following statements by checking one of the following responses: “Frequently,” “At Times,” or “Rarely if Ever.”

	
	Frequently
5
	At Times

2
	Rarely if Ever

0

	1. I think about getting even with people who have wronged me.
	(
	(
	(

	2. I lose my temper when I am angry.
	(
	(
	(

	3. I have trouble getting along with people.
	(
	(
	(

	4. I over-indulge in alcohol, tobacco, food, or drugs.
	(
	(
	(

	5. I will go in debt spending money on things I want.
	(
	(
	(

	6. I view sexual images on the internet or in adult videos and CDs.
	(
	(
	(

	7. I find it hard to forgive people who hurt me.
	(
	(
	(

	8. People tell me that I am a bundle of nerves or that I worry a lot.
	(
	(
	(

	9. I envy people who are rich and successful.
	(
	(
	(

	10. I like to satisfy my senses and appetites as long as no one gets hurt.
	(
	(
	(

	11. I do acts of kindness for people without expecting thanks or recognition.
	(
	(
	(

	12. I remain calm in tense situations.
	(
	(
	(

	13. I do not mind waiting and allowing people in line ahead of me.
	(
	(
	(

	14. I am close to my recommended weight range and rarely have to diet.
	(
	(
	(

	15. I pray for people who have hurt or disappointmented me.
	(
	(
	(

	16. I tend to be a mediator or peacemaker when people are angry or “butting heads.”
	(
	(
	(

	17. I give at least 10 percent of my gross income to the Lord through my church.
	(
	(
	(

	18. I tell people that I love the Lord.
	(
	(
	(

	19. I do not have to get my way when I disagree with someone.
	(
	(
	(

	20. I show respect and kindness to every person, not just the people I like.
	(
	(
	(

	21. I participate regularly in small-group Bible study.
	(
	(
	(

	22. At home I study the Bible and pray.
	(
	(
	(

	23. I know and can explain the beliefs of our church.
	(
	(
	(

	24. I work at becoming more mature in my faith in Christ.
	(
	(
	(

	25. I serve in my church.
	(
	(
	(

	26. I participate in a ministry that helps people in need.
	(
	(
	(

	27. I am developing relationships with people who are not Christians and looking for opportunities to tell them about Christ.
	(
	(
	(

	28. I am inviting people who are not Christians to meet me at my church.
	(
	(
	(

	29. I have opportunities to tell people about Jesus and invite them to follow Christ.
	(
	(
	(

	30. I am mentoring (training) another person in spiritual maturity and discipleship.
	(
	(
	(
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HOW TO SCORE YOUR SELF-ASSESSMENT
Using the numbers given in the top column of columns 2, 3, and 4, add your score for statements 1 – 10. Then add your score for statements 11-20. Subtract the score for statements 1-10 from your score for statements 11-20. Write the total in the box below . . .

	Score for Part 1: _______
                            


If your total score is . . .

40 to 50 . . . You are making great strides in spiritual maturity.

30 to 39 . . . You are moving in the right direction for spiritual maturity.

20 to 29 . . . You need a more consistent approach to spiritual growth.

10 to 19 . . . Your desire to grow spiritually is being compromised.
0 to 9 . . . . . You may be experiencing frustration and doubting your faith in Christ.

Add your score for statements 21 – 24 and write the total in the box below . . .

	Score for Part 2: _______



If your score for Part 2 is 17 to 20, focus your attention on Series 300.

If your score for Part 2 is 0 to 16, focus your attention on Series 200.

Add your score for statements 25 – 26 and write the total in the box below . . .

	Score for Part 3: _______



If your score for Part 2 is 17 to 20 AND your score for Part 3 is 10, focus your attention on Series 400.

If your score for Part 2 is 17 to 20 AND your score for Part 4 is less than 10, focus your attention on Series 300.

Add your score for statements 27 – 30 and write the total in the box below . . .
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	Score for Part 4: _______



If your score for Part 2 is 17 to 20, for Part 3 is 10, and for Part 4 is 17 to 20, you should continue in your personal spiritual growth plan and serve as a mentor to others who want to mature spiritually.
If your score for Part 2 is 17 to 20, for Part 3is 10, and for Part 4 is 0 to 16, focus your attention on Series 400.
This SGSA is not a fool-proof way to measure your spiritual growth, but it provides some clues about discipleship. If your results in the SGSA do not accurately reflect your level of spiritual maturity, respond to the following alternate self-assessment.
Circle the number that most closely describes your resemblance to the following statements. (1 = Nope, not me; 5 = Sometimes I do; 10 = All the time)

	1.  I am able to forgive and love people who are unkind or mean to me.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	 Nope, not me                                  Sometimes I do                                                  All the time


	2.  I experience joy in my life regardless of what is going on around me.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	 Nope, not me                                  Sometimes I do                                                  All the time


	3.  In spite of events in my life, I am at peace with God and seldom worry.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	 Nope, not me                                  Sometimes I do                                                  All the time


	4.  I am a patient person and do not allow people or events to upset me.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	 Nope, not me                                  Sometimes I do                                                  All the time


	5.  I do acts of kindness for people I do not know without expecting thanks or reciprocity.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	 Nope, not me                                  Sometimes I do                                                  All the time


	6.  I tell people the truth about themselves with love and without being harsh and condescending.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	 Nope, not me                                  Sometimes I do                                                  All the time


	7.  I trust that God hears prayers and will do what is best at just the right time. 

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	 Nope, not me                                  Sometimes I do                                                  All the time


	8.  I pay attention to little things and care for people in need.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	 Nope, not me                                  Sometimes I do                                                  All the time


	9. I exercise self-control in every aspect of my life—personally, professionally, and spiritually.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	 Nope, not me                                  Sometimes I do                                                  All the time


Add your score for all 9 of these statements and write the total here: ________. Consider the following spiritual growth indicators.

	Score
	

	85 – 90
	You are making great strides in spiritual maturity.

	70 - 84
	You are moving in the right direction for spiritual maturity.

	55 – 69
	You need a more consistent approach to spiritual growth.

	40 – 54
	Your desire to grow spiritually is being compromised.

	0 - 39
	You may be experiencing frustration and doubting your faith in Christ.


THE STARTING LINE FOR NEW BELIEVERS
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If you just recently committed your life to Christ, the best place to begin in growing in Christlikeness is by studying the following resources:

Survival Kit: Five Keys to Effective Spiritual Growth, by Ralph W. Neighbour, Jr.

Living Your Christian Values, by Ralph W. Neighbour, Jr.

Both of these workbooks can be obtained through the GBC bookstore or any Christian bookstore.

Begin by studying Survival Kit. This workbook can be completed in 6 weeks by studying one session a day, Monday-Friday. As you study, a mentor in your Adult Bible Fellowship can meet with you and encourage you along the way. Be sure to practice memorizing the [image: image8.png]Sized right.



suggested Bible verses as you progress in the study.

After completing Survival Kit, study Living Your Christian Values in the same manner. Do not attempt to pile on other spiritual growth “how-to” books until you have finished both of these resources by Ralph Neighbour, Jr.
After completing Survival Kit and Living Your Christian Values, you will have a solid foundation on which to build your life. The next step is to select LifeWalk classes or other courses in Series 200 (see the Personal Spiritual Growth Guide or PSGG). Series 200 is followed by Series 300, which is followed by Series 400.
PERSONAL SPIRITUAL GROWTH GUIDE

The PSGG is a tool for designing your own curriculum plan for spiritual growth. This tool provides a helpful list of resources, most of which can be obtained through the GBC bookstore. Take charge of your spiritual growth by choosing and studying several resources or courses in each series. 

The PSGG is designed to help believers progress in spiritual maturity. Following the example of Jesus Christ, believers gain greater joy and fulfillment as they learn and develop valuable life skills. The PSGG will help you select resources designed to equip you to . . .
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understand the Christian life

· develop skills in studying the Bible

· establish a daily devotional habit

· become active in worship and prayer

· understand basic Bible truths

· discover your spiritual gifts

· discover the joy of serving

· minister to people with the love of Jesus

· talk to people about Jesus Christ

· pray for and understand local and international mission projects

· assist other believers in spiritual growth as a mentor.

These four series of study (100, 200, 300, and 400) are best understood and applied sequentially. Advancing to a higher series without applying and practicing the preceding series reduces the spiritual growth process to an academic, cognitive exercise. Unless you understand, believe, apply, and practice the spiritual disciplines taught at each level, you will gain knowledge without understanding.
Dear friends, do you think you’ll get anywhere in this if you learn all the right words but never do anything? Does merely talking abut faith indicate that a person really has it? . . . You can no more show me your works apart from your faith that I can show you my faith apart from my works. Faith and works, works and faith, fit together hand in glove. (James 2:14, The Message) 

Spiritual maturity comes from studying and understanding God’s Word, believing that God’s Word is true, and obeying or implementing God’s truth in daily living. Through the testing or proving ground of life, believers gain an intimate awareness of God’s love, grace, and power. Too many believers study without believing because real belief changes behavior.

SELF ASSESSMENT
If you have recently committed your life to Jesus Christ, begin your journey toward spiritual maturity by following the suggestions above (The Starting Line for New Believers). After studying and applying the skills in the two resources by Ralph Neighbour, Jr., participate in a small group here at GBC and continue your maturity by choosing resources in Series 200.
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If you are not a recent convert to Christianity, take the Spiritual Growth Self-Assessment (SGSA) given above. Your score will help you determine on which series to focus. Most of us should begin with Series 200. Too many of us are stuck at Series 200.
Note the Milestones listed at the beginning of each series. Your response to these Milestones will determine whether you are ready to study that series.
God’s plan, His design is that we grow up “robust in love.” Your love for Christ and for others will grow as you grow in spiritual maturity. Jump in with both feet! Refuse to become comfortable or content with where you are. Step out in faith and grow in Christlikeness.
Series 100: Committed to Membership
Series 100 is dedicated to helping spiritual seekers find answers. If you are not a member of GBC and have questions about the Bible or Christianity, respond to the following statements by checking “yes” or “no.”

	Milestones
(  I am interested in spiritual things.  ( Yes   (  No

(  I have questions about Christianity.  ( Yes   (  No

(  I am willing to consider what the Bible has to say. ( Yes  (  No




If you answered “Yes” to at least one of these Milestones, select from the following resources. Also check the GBC website (www.gbconline.net) and the weekly worship bulletin for LifeWalk studies and additional resources in Series 100.
Studies Available Through GBC Bookstore or Local Christian Bookstores
Case for a Creator, The (Zondervan), by Lee Strobel

Case for Christ, The (Zondervan), by Lee Strobel

Case for Faith, The (Zondervan), by Lee Strobel

Creation, Evolution, & Modern Science (Kregel), by Raymond G. Bohlin

Do Science and the Bible Conflict? (willowcreek.org), by Judson Poling
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Don’t All Religions Lead to God? (willowcreek.org), by Garry Poole 

God, Are You There? (WaterBrook Press), by Kay Arthur
How Could God Allow Suffering and Evil? (willowcreek.org), by Garry Poole
How Does Anyone Know God Exists? (willowcreek.org), by Garry Poole
How Now Shall We Live? (Tyndale), by Charles Colson

How Reliable is the Bible? (willowcreek.org), by Judson Poling
Jesus Among Other Gods: The Absolute Claims of the Christian Message (W Publishing Group), by Ravi Zacharias

Purpose Driven Life, The (Zondervan), by Rick Warren

Screwtape Letters, The (Zondervan), by C.S. Lewis

Son Rises, The (Wipf and Stock), by William Lane Craig

What Difference Does Jesus Make? (willowcreek.org), by Judson Poling
When Skeptics Ask (Baker Books), by Geisler & Brooks

Why Become a Christian? (willowcreek.org), by Garry Poole
Why Should Anyone Believe Anything at All? (Intervarsity Press), by James W. Sire

Series 200: Committed to Maturity
Check “Yes” or “No” to indicate your response to each statement below.
	Milestones
(  I have committed my life to Christ.  (  Yes   (  No

(  I have been baptized by immersion.  (  Yes   (  No

(  I have completed The Starting Line class at GBC.  ( Yes  (  No

(  I am participating in a Small Group at GBC.  ( Yes  (  No




If you answered “Yes” to all of these Milestones, then you are ready for Series 200. The following resources will be helpful in your spiritual journey. Also check the GBC website (www.gbconline.net) and the weekly worship bulletin for LifeWalk studies and additional resources in Series 200.
Studies Available Through GBC Bookstore or Local Christian Bookstores

Case for a Creator, The (Zondervan), by Lee Strobel

Case for Christ, The (Zondervan), by Lee Strobel

Case for Faith, The (Zondervan), by Lee Strobel

Doing Life Together, small-group interactive DVD series (Zondervan)

Everybody’s Normal Till You Get to Know Them (Zondervan), by John Ortberg

Foundations of the Faith: The Doctrines Baptists Believe (Lifeway.com), by Roy Edgemon
Fruit of the Spirit Bible Studies (Zondervan). This series includes studies on various fruit of the Spirit mentioned in Galatians 5.

God, Are You There? (WaterBrook Press), by Kay Arthur
God, Help Me Experience More of You (WaterBrook Press), by Kay Arthur

God, How Can I Live? (WaterBrook Press), by Kay Arthur

Great Books of the Bible Series (Zondervan). This series includes studies on a variety of Bible books, including Ephesians, James, John, Philippians, Proverbs, Psalms, Revelation, and Romans.
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How Can a Man Control His Thoughts, Desires, and Passions? (WaterBrook Press), by Bob Vereen

How Much Is Enough? (Lifeway), by Burkett & Moore

How Now Shall We Live? (Tyndale), by Charles Colson

How to Study Your Bible (WaterBrook Press), by Kay Arthur

If You Want to Walk on Water, You’ve Got to Get Out of the Boat (Zondervan), by John Ortberg

Interactions Small Group Series (Zondervan). This small-group series includes the following studies: Jesus, Authenticity, Character, Commitment, Community, Essential Christianity, Evangelism, Freedom, Fruit of the Spirit, Getting a Grip, Lessons on Love, Marriage, Overcoming, Parenthood, Prayer, Psalms, The Real You, Serving Lessons, Transformation, and Transparency.

Jesus – The One and Only (Lifeway.com), by Beth Moore

Jesus on Money (Lifeway.com), by Kay Moore

Living Beyond Yourself: Exploring the Fruit of the Spirit (Lifeway.com), by Beth Moore
Lord, Give Me a Heart for You   (WaterBrook Press), by Kay Arthur

Lord, I Want to Know You (WaterBrook Press), by Kay Arthur

Lord, I’m Torn Between Two Masters  (WaterBrook Press), by Kay Arthur

Marriage Without Regrets, A  (WaterBrook Press), by Kay Arthur

MasterLife 1: The Disciple's Cross (Lifeway.com), by Avery Willis

MasterLife 2: The Disciple’s Personality (Lifeway.com), by Avery Willis
MasterLife 3: The Disciple’s Victory (Lifeway.com), by Avery Willis
MasterLife 4: The Disciple’s Mission (Lifeway.com), by Avery Willis

Money in Marriage (Moody Press), by Larry Burkett

Purpose Driven Life, The (Zondervan), by Rick Warren

Pursuing Spiritual Transformation Series (Zondervan). This small-group series includes the following studies: Fully Devoted, Grace, Gifts, Giving, Groups, and Growth.

Reality Check Series (Zondervan), by Mark Ashton
Right From Wrong (Word), by McDowell & Hostetler

Screwtape Letters, The (Zondervan), by C.S. Lewis

Spiritual Warfare: Biblical Truth for Victory (Lifeway.com), by Franklin & Lawless

The Jesus I Never Knew (Zondervan), by Philip Yancey

The Life You’ve Always Wanted (Zondervan), by John Ortberg

Walking with God study series (Zondervan). This series includes the following studies: “Follow Me!,” Discovering the Church, Building Your Church, Friendship with God, Impacting Your World, and The Incomparable Jesus.
Discipleship Series, The (Zondervan). This series includes the following studies: New Life in Christ, Basic Beliefs, Building Character, Effective Prayer, Knowing Scripture, Sharing Your Faith, Spiritual Disciplines, and Spiritual Warfare.
We Believe: Living in the Light of God’s Truth (Lifeway.com), by James Draper

What’s So Amazing About Grace? (Zondervan), by Philip Yancey

When God Weeps: Why Our Sufferings Matter to the Almighty (Zondervan), by Tada & Estes
Series 300: Committed to Ministry
Check “Yes” or “No” to indicate your response to each statement below.
	Milestones
(  I am worshipping daily (Quiet Time) and weekly (with the GBC family).  (  Yes    (  No

(  Prayer is an important part of my every-day life. (  Yes   (  No

(  I am giving financially (minimum goal of tithing; ultimate goal of sacrificial giving).  (  Yes    (  No

(  I enjoy studying the Bible.  (  Yes   (  No

(  I participate faithfully in a Small Group.  (  Yes   (  No

(  I can explain several basic beliefs of Christianity.  (  Yes   (  No

(  I am maturing as a follower or Jesus. (  Yes   (  No

(  I have memorized several scriptures from the Bible. (  Yes   (  No



If you answered “Yes” to all of these Milestones, then you are ready for Series 300. The following resources will be helpful in your spiritual journey.

Studies Available Through GBC Bookstore or Local Christian Bookstores

Created for His Glory (Bob Jones Press), by Jim Berg

Desiring God (Multnomah Publishers), by John Piper

Developing the Leader Within You (Thomas Nelson Publishers), by John C. Maxwell
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Discover Your God-Given Gifts (Baker), by Don & Katie Fortune

Discover Your Spouse’s Gifts (Baker), by Don & Katie Fortune

Don’t Waste Your Life (Crossway Books), by John Piper

Follow Me (Thomas Nelson / Countryman), by John MacArthur

Game Plan: Winning Strategies for the Second Half of your Life (Zondervan), by Bob Buford

Gospel According to Jesus: What Does Jesus Mean When He Says Follow Me (Zondervan), by John F. MacArthur, Jr.

Improving Your Serve (Thomas Nelson), by Chuck Swindoll

In the Name of Jesus: Reflections on Christian Leadership (Crossroad), by Henry Nouwen
It’s Not About Me: Rescue From the Life We Thought Would Make Us Happy (Integrity Publishers), by Max Lucado
Mirror, Mirror on the Wall (Broadman Press), by Ken Hemphill

Ordering Your Private World (Thomas Nelson), by Gordon MacDonald

Spiritual Gifts: Empowering the New Testament Church (Broadman Press), by Kenneth S Hemphill 

Using Spiritual Gifts (Broadman Press), by R. Wayne Jones

What Makes you Tick (Uniquely You Resources), by Mels Carbonell, Ph.D.

What You Do Best in the Body of Christ (Zondervan), by Bruce Bugbee

What’s So Spiritual About Your Spiritual Gifts? (Multnomah), by Henry & Mel Blackaby
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Be a Mentor 
One characteristic of a believer at this stage of spiritual growth is his/her role as a mentor in the body of Christ. New Christians and other believers need the one-on-one support of a spiritual mentor or coach as they mature in their faith. If you are not currently mentoring or discipling another believer, contact the discipleship office of GBC and volunteer (260-5756). You can be like the Apostle Paul who mentored the younger Timothy. Invest your life in encouraging others to grow in Christ.

Series 400: Committed to Mission
Check “Yes” or “No” to indicate your response to each statement below.
	Milestones
(  I have discovered by SHAPE for ministry. ( Yes  ( No

(  I am serving in a leadership or ministry role in GBC in harmony with my SHAPE. ( Yes  ( No

(  I speak the truth in love and faithfully follow Matthew 5: 23-24 and 18:15-20 in handling conflict within the GBC family. ( Yes  ( No

(  I can answer “Yes” to all of the Milestones listed in Series 300.     ( Yes  ( No
(  I am serving as a mentor to help another believer grow in spiritual maturity. ( Yes  ( No



If you answered “Yes” to all of these Milestones, then you are ready for Series 400. The following resources will be helpful in your spiritual journey.

Studies Available Through GBC Bookstore or Local Christian Bookstores

A Chance to Die: The Life And Legacy of Amy Carmichael (Baker Books), by Elisabeth Elliot

A Mind for Missions: Ten Ways to Build Your World Vision (NavPress), by Paul Borthwick
Becoming a Contagious Christian (Zondervan), by Bill Hybels & Mark Mittleberg

Evangelism & the Sovereignty of God (InterVarsity Press), by J.I. Packer

Evangelism Explosion – 4th Ed. (Tyndale House), by D. James Kennedy

Hiding Place (Bantam Books), by Corrie Ten Boom

How to Give Away Your Faith (InterVarsity Press), by Paul E. Little

Let the Nations Be Glad! The Supremacy of God in Missions (Baker Books), by John Piper

Operation China (Piquant), by Paul Hattaway

Operation World: When We Pray God Works (Gabriel Resources), by Patrick Johnstone
Out of the Saltshaker & into the World: Evangelism As a Way of Life (InterVarsity Press), by Rebecca Manley Pippert 
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Perspectives on the World Christian Movement: A Reader (William Carey Library Publishers), by Ralph Winter

Revolution in World Missions (gfa Books), by K.P. Yohannan

The Great Commission Lifestyle (Revell Books), by Robert Coleman

The Heart of Evangelism (Crossway), by Jerram Barrs

The Master Plan of Evangelism (Baker Books), by Robert Coleman

The Way of the Master: How to Share Your Faith Simply, Effectively, Biblically - The Way Jesus Did (Tyndale House), by Ray Comfort, Kirk Cameron
Through Gates of Splendor (Tyndale House), by Elisabeth Elliot

William Carey: Obliged To Go (YWAM), by Janet and Geoff Benge

Becoming a Fully Devoted Follower of Jesus Christ
God desires for you to become “mature and full grown in the Lord, measuring up to the full stature of Christ” (Eph. 4:13b, The Message). Your spiritual maturity strengthens GBC. As you grow in Christ, “the whole body [the church] is healthy and growing and full of love” (Eph. 4:16b, The Message). You can become a fully devoted follower of Jesus Christ by taking responsibility for your spiritual growth.
Wherever you are in your journey of following Jesus Christ, we invite you to walk with us and grow up into Him, the Head of our church. Use this booklet to chart your personal spiritual growth track. Begin where you are. Become involved in a small group on Sunday morning or another time. Participate faithfully in personal and corporate worship. Take steps every week toward spiritual maturity.

	So be careful how you live, not as fools but as those who are wise. Make the most of every opportunity for doing good in these evil days. Don’t act thoughtlessly, but try to understand what the Lord wants you to do. Don’t be drunk with wine, because that will ruin your life. Instead, let the Holy Spirit fill and control you. Then you will sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, making music to the Lord in your hearts. And you will always give thanks for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

(Eph. 5:15-20, The Message).
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